Vocation by Howard, Ben
Masthead Logo The Iowa Review
Volume 11
Issue 2 Spring-Summer Article 20
1980
Vocation
Ben Howard
Follow this and additional works at: https://ir.uiowa.edu/iowareview
Part of the Creative Writing Commons
This Contents is brought to you for free and open access by Iowa Research Online. It has been accepted for inclusion in The Iowa Review by an
authorized administrator of Iowa Research Online. For more information, please contact lib-ir@uiowa.edu.
Recommended Citation
Howard, Ben. "Vocation." The Iowa Review 11.2 (1980): 103-103. Web.
Available at: https://doi.org/10.17077/0021-065X.2589
Vocation Ben Howard 
The hay is dry. And in their innocence 
Two pheasants sun themselves 
In the quiet amplitude of late July. 
One wonders where such calm 
Originates, and what toothed beasts 
Lie under. Here is the mind's 
Fork in the road: for one might choose 
To skate upon appearances' 
Recumbent skin?or choose to turn 
Inward, churning up lethal snakes, 
Spiders, worms, and who knows what 
Pernicious cluster. To peel back bark, 
Lift rocks, and rake 
The skein of complacency from things: 
That is the mind's peculiar 
Vocation. And yet what still 
And cool elation 
The stirrings of consciousness perturb and conquer. 
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